
Indigenous Planning Workshop 
The Indigenous Planning Workshop features a facilitated discussion led by expert panelists with 

professional expertise and personal experiences pertaining to Indigenous issues. Participants will have 

the opportunity to contribute to the discussion while asking questions, as time permits. The aim of the 

workshop is to increase participants’ understanding of the following: 

 

• Indigenous worldview/perspective in community planning; 

• The impacts of colonial planning and governance on Indigenous way of life, culture, languages, 

and spirituality; 

• Systemic inequities that continue to exist in the Canadian governance system; and 

• Where we fit into the path to Truth and Reconciliation as individuals and within our community, 

department, faculty, and university. 

 

The Workshop will be moderated by Dr. Sandeep Agrawal, the Director of the School of Urban and 

Regional Planning in the University of Alberta’s Earth and Atmospheric Sciences Department.  

 

While this workshop is planning-focused, it is applicable to all students and staff in the EAS Department 

and beyond and may cover a wide range of issues from resource extraction to community planning to 

Indigenous knowledge regarding the natural world. Furthermore, we encourage participation from 

individuals outside of the department and university. The Workshop has been approved for ethics 

credits for graduate students in the EAS Department. 

 

This Workshop is a joint initiative led by three student groups: The Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 

Graduate Students’ Society (ATLAS), the Grace Anne Stewart Speaker Series (GASSS), and the 

Geography and Planning Students’ Society (GAPSS). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MODERATOR 

 

Dr. Sandeep Agrawal 
Sandeep Agrawal is a Professor and Director of the School of Urban and Regional Planning at the University of 
Alberta. His current research works focus on the nexus of human and Indigenous rights and local policies and 
land use regulations, and the effects of multiculturalism on city morphology. He is the author of a forthcoming 
book on human rights and the city and a co-author of a book on international development. 

 

 

 

 

 



PANELISTS 

 

Glinis Buffalo  
Glinis Buffalo, a proud member of Samson Cree Nation, Maskwacis, Treaty 6 Territory, and is the Director of Land 

Use and Environmental Planning with the Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta. Glinis has extensive experience in 

Treaty Rights and Traditional Knowledge, Indigenous community planning, provincial regional planning, 

municipal planning, environmental planning, strategic planning and socioeconomic analysis. She has worked 

with four levels of government, private and industry sector. Glinis is experienced in designing, facilitating and 

implementing thoughtful indigenous and stakeholder engagement and developing policy, and enjoys planning 

from on-the-land immersion. Glinis is a Registered Professional Planner with the Alberta Professional Planners 

Institute and a Registered Member of the Canadian Institute of Planners. Glinis strongly believes in the immersion 

of culture and traditional way of life and enjoys spending time on the land with her family. 
 



 

Jessica Vandenberghe 
Jessica Vandenberghe, P.Eng., M.Sc. is Dene Tha born and raised in a very inclusive German family in northern 

Alberta. She has had an exceptional career based on her two engineering degrees from the University of Alberta 

and has worked in the oil sands, mining, regulatory, infrastructure, and consulting industries. She is an Indigenous 

Professional Engineer, Industrial Professor, and the Assistant Dean (Outreach) at the Faculty of Engineering at 

the University of Alberta. She also has her own consulting firm, Guiding Star Consulting where she contributes 

to Truth and Reconciliation, acting as a bridge to Indigenous communities, talks to Calls to Action 

implementation, and works on TRC awareness. She is a mother of two and is passionate about equity, diversity 

and inclusion. She sits on many boards and Councils, walks in many governance worlds, and does her best to 

contribute to the development of well-rounded and ethically minded engineering students who will ultimately 

build strong and vibrant communities within Canada. 

 



 

Ginger Gosnell-Myers 
Ginger Gosnell-Myers, of Nisga’a and Kwakwak'awakw heritage is passionate about advancing Indigenous rights 

and knowledge, while breaking down barriers between Indigenous peoples and all Canadians. 

In November 2019, Ginger was appointed as the first Indigenous Fellow with the Simon Fraser University Morris 

J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue. This appointment reflects her distinguished achievements as a thought leader and 

practitioner who brings a deep understanding of urban Indigenous issues, years of practice in bridging 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities in developing public policy, and a passion for innovating new 

engagement processes that advance the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

Ginger’s fellowship will focus on Decolonization and Urban Indigenous Policy and Planning, and builds upon the 

20+ years she has in this field. 

 

 

https://www.sfu.ca/dialogue/about/fellows/ginger-gosnell-myers.html
https://www.sfu.ca/dialogue/about/fellows/ginger-gosnell-myers.html


 

 

Aaron Aubin 
Aaron Aubin is the President and Founder of Aubin Consulting, an Indigenous-owned company working with 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous clients across Canada. Aaron is active in the Indigenous community and a 

member of the Da’naxda’xw / Awaetlala First Nation in British Columbia (BC). 

Aaron is a Registered Professional Planner and a member of the Alberta Professional Planners Institute and the 

Canadian Institute of Planners. He has over 20 years of consulting experience across a broad array of disciplines 

including architecture, land use planning, land development, master planning, environmental assessments, 

infrastructure, and Indigenous governance, community engagement, and planning. 

In 2015, Aaron started Aubin Consulting (Aubin), with the goal of pursuing projects that empower meaningful 

dialogues between Indigenous communities and government and corporations. Dedicated exclusively to projects 

that deliver societal benefits, Aubin provided advisory support to over $12 billion in infrastructure and city-

building projects across Canada over the past 3 years. Focused on facilitating discussions between clients and 

Indigenous communities and exploring substantive issues, interests, opportunities, concerns, and benefits, 

Aubin’s involvement has been instrumental in projects moving forward and fostering long-term relationships 

between clients and Indigenous communities. 


